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This Georgran town hoase overlooking the River Thames'has been expertly - |
renovated and stiled to combine modernconvenience with echoes of the past._ 8.2
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wring the 185 century, poets, philosophers and
rdicals gathered wm this whine house by the nver.

Bakcony doces wore flung open and the long

nod 1o Gourgian chinciserie, while in the drwing rocen deck-egx
blse damask and faded Robert Kime silk cushions evoke the
H‘-"d-

ballroom rang with the noise of deb
and gossip. As the sen set, candlies weee B a
harpachendist struck up a dance tune and dippered feet flew
acroms floccboards into the unall hours of the morning,
Fast Sorward to the prosent day and the wost Leasdon hosse
the River Thasmes is now a family hoeme to Vieginia
and James Tarnbull and their three children, Aidan, Ssvamnah
and Scarkear. Candiclight has boen replaced by electricity, bot
thanks 10 a thoughtful refurbishment by designer Manucla
Hamilord, the house has bost none of its Geongian charm.
Stepping barefoot aceons the Soscboards, American-borm
Virginia admsits that Sndisg this howse was pese luck. “We weee

had done the nitty-gritty work, adding the
dﬂdmnﬁehﬂ.‘”ﬂqhhudd
wﬂlbuluwym'&t-awaurdm
dernisation with rospect for the architecture,” s Vieginia,
= the externicn, s iland for the family to pereh at replaced &
formal table, while terracotta tiles wese swapped for & pale bloe
design. Chumky shelves replaced skimnpy versions asd misron
softened cupboands. Upstades in the bedeoomss, with their river
views, mrals were traded for wallpaper and the girls” bods were
framed with pink curtaining fit for Georglan peincesses,
Everywhere, original details have been rostored. Floorboseds
were sanded down and Sllod using a peste made from the saw-

resting nearby and werent dust (guests are sow advised %o
really looking Sor 2 home, bet « . leawve stilettos bebind after one
o o vl st w0t @ case of balancing - e oo e e
#ting it a fow dayx Later, the . . . wood and tinted a delicate
ety NOACTNISALION With o vt
sense of hotory. searly landmark Victorian
T —— e respect for the architecture.” L In N E
hardly chasged since then,” srinfiorced tobear the weight of
says Vieginma, who grew up on removad men shoukering the

a farm in Vieginka, USA. “We fell in bove with the squeaky floor-
Doarnds and besutifisl staiscase, s well as the groencry in surmmser
and river views.” she says.

The decorating brief was dear. “Vieginkas wansed o respect
the character of the house, while updating things 10 feel soft and
serene,” says Manocia. Mech of the design inspéeation came
fromn the nearby river. "It is such a big part of the property, we
wamted to-evoke the colours and reflective play of light om water”
says Virgimia. A concert of silvery bloes ssd greens enbascns
the thow of the house, luring you in o explore. Not sienply dec-
yellows, draws ca hatory. The frosco-like wallpaper in the
entrance hall, for instance, was isapired by the 15th-century
Governor's Mansion i Willamsburg where Vingine stodied
Intersational Relations. A bospoke mirsooed console by Rupert
Bevan (“a motorbike-riding mérroe genim” quips Vieginia)
exudes astique sppeal. *1 call 1t the jewellery of the house” she
adds. In the dining room, silvery cherry-blossom wallpaper s a
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prand plana, inherited from James's kate fxther, Dovid Tumbll,
a distinguished musician, vp 10 the deawing room.

Reaching the 35-foot-wide piano sobde, Virginia points so
another histonc survivor: the cracked plaster walls and comice,
picked oot i red and groen 1o match the beidge. Everything o,
hewever, was transforsed. "It bad 1o be formal and child
frsendly; & place for black-tie events and watching television,
which was not essx” confides Manoela. The solution was %o aone
the space. On one side, the piano gleams againgt a wall of
antiqued marmoes, while high-backed sofas and French am-
chais exade wlon degamce, On the other sde, 3 maple cupboand
hidies the television and drinks cabinet, while a low coffoe table
annd velvety sofies “foed like & b, says Viegisia, Overbead, the
chandelier, another 15th-cemury original. was dlectrified a2
shameful but necossary moment”, confosses Vinginia, In many
wayy, the sctting bas altered Iatde since its sallon days and oa
warm vemmer evenings, guests still spill out en to the bong
terrace, hared by the ebb and flow of the river. O
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In many ways, the setting has

altered little since its salon days.
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Not simply decorative,
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the palette draws on history.
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